The Passionate Shepherd to His Love 
By Christopher Marlowe 

Come live with me and be my love, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Invitation is to live with him..not marriage/committment
And we will all the pleasures prove, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Focus is on personal pleasure
That Valleys, groves, hills, and fields, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Places in nature where pleasure may be found
Woods, or steepy mountain yields. 

And we will sit upon the Rocks, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: It’s a beautiful picture if you’re a watcher, it’s hard, dirty work is you have to perform it—our privileged young man doesn’t understand
Seeing the Shepherds feed their flocks, 
By shallow Rivers to whose falls 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Shallow—so not dangerous like many rivers are	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Waterfalls and birds singing—lovely natural images
Melodious birds sing Madrigals. 

And I will make thee beds of Roses 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: He promises to make her a bed and clothing of natural fibers and fabrics
And a thousand fragrant posies, 
A cap of flowers, and a kirtle 
Embroidered all with leaves of Myrtle; 

A gown made of the finest wool 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: He does pan SOME work—pulling wool from lambs
Which from our pretty Lambs we pull; 
Fair lined slippers for the cold, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Slippers lines with wool from nature, buckles crafted of gold from nature
With buckles of the purest gold; 

A belt of straw and Ivy buds, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: More natural elements: coral and amber
With Coral clasps and Amber studs: 
And if these pleasures may thee move, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: “if this sound good to you, come live with me
Come live with me, and be my love. 

The Shepherds’ Swains shall dance and sing 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Shepherd boys dancing and singing for her in the spring—who will make them do this?
For thy delight each May-morning: 
If these delights thy mind may move, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Repeats the questions—if these sound good to you come with me
Then live with me, and be my love.


1. What might be the significance that all the gifts he promises are things easily found in nature (roses, clothing made from plants and wool they gather from their sheep?
2. What might be the significance of the fact that all the experiences he promises her are easily found in the countryside (birds singing, swains dancing, watching the other shepherds)?
3. What are the clues in the poem that the pair of people mentioned are young?
4. Is it significant that the young man is not proposing marriage, but merely living together? (explain why or why not)


The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd 
By Sir Walter Ralegh 

If all the world and love were young, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: IF we were young forever…and…
And truth in every Shepherd’s tongue, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Is every shepherd told the truth…
These pretty pleasures might me move, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Then I might come with you (the inference is she wont because she’ not moved…because they wont be young and beautiful and strong forever and what then?
To live with thee, and be thy love. 

Time drives the flocks from field to fold, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The things he listed now mentioned with problems…the tediousness of driving sheep, raging rivers, cold rocks one wouldn’t want to sit on, and bird only sing certain times of the year
When Rivers rage and Rocks grow cold, 
And Philomel becometh dumb, 
The rest complains of cares to come. 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Everything in nature (and she) is worried about what will happen in the future when they age

The flowers do fade, and wanton fields, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Flowers and fields fade
To wayward winter reckoning yields, 
A honey tongue, a heart of gall, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Here “she” pairs his sweet words (honey tongue) with a heart of gall/bile (acid)…and suggests that the fantasy he presents (fancy’s spring” will end in ruin (sorrows fall/autumn, the time of year when all dies off)
Is fancy’s spring, but sorrow’s fall. 

Thy gowns, thy shoes, thy beds of Roses, 
Thy cap, thy kirtle, and thy posies 
Soon break, soon wither, soon forgotten: 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Your gifts and promises wont last..they’re foolish and lacking in reason/logic
In folly ripe, in reason rotten. 

1. What  does the first stanza suggest about the reason she isn’t “moved” by his offer?
2. In stanza two, she suggests something about the flocks of sheep, something about the river, and something about the singing birds are also preventing her from being moved by his offer—what is she suggesting about each?
3. In the lines “a honey tongue, a heart of gall, 
                        is fancy’s spring, but sorrow’s fall” what is she suggesting about the shepherd himself, and about what may happen to her if she lives with him?
4. What does the last stanza tell us about how she feels about his promises?


