Moby Dick Quotes—for each quote, determine its meaning or importance to the story (consider what we learn about characters.

Chapter 1

Ishmael: Yes, as everyone knows, meditation and water are wedded forever.
(Ish believes that bodies of water—lakes, rivers, oceans, aid in human meditation and thought)

Ishmael: But that same image, we ourselves see in all rivers and oceans. It is the image of the ungraspable phantom of life; and this is the key to it all.
(Ish thinks part of why we’re all attracted to water is it’s reflective—we can see ourselves in the surface---he uses the example of Narcissus, who fell in love with his own reflection and then died because he forgot to eat)

Ishmael: if just previous to putting your hand into the tar-pot, you have been lording it as a country schoolmaster, making the tallest boys stand in awe of you. The transition is a keen one, I assure you, from the schoolmaster to a sailor,
(Ish hints here that he’s a school teacher…and an adjustment from being in charge to having no real voice)

Ishmael: Who ain't a slave? Tell me that.
(Ish’s point is that no matter how high one is socially, everyone has someone over them they have to report to…so no one’s truly free and one job is as good as another)

Ishmael: And, doubtless, my going on this whaling voyage, formed part of the grand programme of Providence that was drawn up a long time ago
(Ish makes clear he doesn’t not believe in free will, but rather believes in Providence—God/Fate is in charge of human affairs)

Ishmael: I am tormented with an everlasting itch for things remote. I love to sail forbidden seas, and land on barbarous coasts. Not ignoring what is good, I am quick to perceive a horror, and could still be social with it—would they let me—since it is but well to be on friendly terms with all the inmates of the place one lodges in.
(Here we learn Ish is adventurous and brave---the more dangerous, the better)

Chapter 2
 
Ishmael: With halting steps I paced the streets, and passed the sign of “The Crossed Harpoons”—but it looked too expensive and jolly there... further on, from the bright red windows of the “Sword-Fish Inn,” there came such fervent rays...too expensive and jolly, again thought I"
(Ish asses the first few inns because they looked too expensive--he has very little money--and
because they looked too fun/upbeat--remember Ish goes to sea when depressed, and though he may want to get past the depression at sea, right at the moment he wants nothing to do with fun.)



Ishmael: saw a swinging sign over the door with a white painting upon it, faintly representing a tall straight jet of misty spray, and these words underneath—“The Spouter Inn:—Peter Coffin.” '''Coffin?—Spouter?—Rather ominous in that particular connexion, thought I. But it is a common name in Nantucket, they say, and I suppose this Peter here is an emigrant from there.(We learn that ISH is both a little superstitious since he's worried about whether the name of the owner--Coffin--is perhaps foreshadowing his own doom, we also learn that Ish uses logical and reason more than superstition, since he talks himself into trying Coffin's inn because he realizes Coffin is simply a common last name in Nantucket). 
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