Faerie Queen notes
This was originally a “Courtesy Book” – a book designed to turn a young man into a gentleman by showing virtues one should have: holiness, temperance, courtesy, chastity, friendship, justice (make sure you know what each is)

The basic storyline: Una (who represents truth) has been traveling with the Redcrosse Knight (who represents holiness), her betrothed, but the two have accidentally gotten separated. Without Una (truth) Redcrosse has fallen into trouble, and has been taken captive by a seductive woman called Duessa (who represents falsehood). Duessa’s boyfriend Orgoglio (who represents pride) has put Redcrosse in a dungeon. Redcrosse’s loyal servant, a Dwarf, has gone to try and find Una, and Una has asked Prince Arthur (soon to be King Arthur – who represents chivalry/courtesy) to help her save Redcrosse. The basic message – if one loses track of the truth (the truth of the Christian message) then we become easy prey to seduction, falsehood, and pride, and we risk our own holiness, and thus risk destruction. If we become separated from the truth of Christianity, we can only be reunited to God through intervention. Our final salvation will be when our sin is purged and holiness and truth are reunited.
(Stanza’s are numbered – review the stanzas and make sure you can identify where these ideas are found)

1. 2 things save us: heavenly grace (God’s mercy to us) and truth. Without these two things we become slaves.

2. Dwarf tells Arthur that the Dwarf’s master Redcrosse is enslaved to a giant and Arthur agrees to help.
3. The knight Arthur and his trusty squire have a golden horn that can be used to call people (to the truth) and cause many wonderful things to happen…the horn probably represents god’s word or the bible.

4. This horn opens every door and renders every trap powerless (if one reads the bible, they’ll be protected from the devil’s “traps.”
5. The Giant, who is busy sleeping (wink-wink) with Duessa, comes to see who is at the door.
6. Duessa comes out on a multiheaded, bloody dragon, and Arthur attacks.
7. The giant tries to club Arthur, but Arthur is too fast for him.
8. The giant strikes at Arthur so hard it leaves a three-yard long gash in the earth and causes an earthquake (message = pride can be destructive, but courtesy can keep one from being hurt by pride)

9. The damage caused is compared to Jove (Greek God) hurling a thunder bolt at earth in anger (Christians would not have believed Jove was a true representation of god, but they did value Greek myth and legend as culturally important).
10. The giant’s club is stuck in the ground, and Arthur cuts off the giant ‘s right arm while he’s trying to get the club free.
11. The giant bellows like a bull in heat (time of year when bulls are overcome with desire for the cows and act crazy and destructive to stake their claim—the cows) at the pain.
12-17: Here there is a break in the stanzas given in your book, but the details filled in are: Duessa sends her dragon to attack Arthur, the squire rushes in to help and is paralyzed by magic, Arthur attacks the dragon and tears the scalp down to its teeth (blood and gore inserted here), the giant rescues Duessa as the dragon collapses with her almost trapped underneath, but she’s now covered with dragon blood and gore. The giant strikes Arthur hard.

18. The giant hits Arthur hard

19. Arthur’s shield protects him from the Giant’s blow, but a covering falls off his shield and heavenly light pours out (the shield represents Christian faith).  The light paralyzes the giant and the dragon (who is still thrashing around even with it’s head half torn off).
20. Duessa asks for the Giant’s help as the dragon collapses.

21. The giant’s emotions move him to want to help Duessa, but he saw his own doom in the light of the shield and can’t move (faith scares evil into submission, because evil knows faith will win out in the end).
22. Arthur cuts off the Giant’s right leg (it’s only a flesh wound ;) 
23. The castle, which is  built on lies and trickery, has a weak foundation and begins to waver when the giant’s fall quakes the earth (it’s hard to stand on one leg).
24. Arthur cuts off the giant’s head, and the giant all but disappears – he deflates into an empty bladder (message – pride is nothing but hot air)

25. Duessa tries to run away, but the squire, now unparalyzed because Duessa’s magic has been weakened, captures her and takes her to Arthur.
26. Una, the virgin, thanks Arthur.

27. Una thanks the squire (message – truth rewards the common people like the squire as well as the “important” people like Arthur).
28. Una tells them to hang on to Duessa because Redcrosse is still a prisoner.
29. Squire guards Duessa while Arthur searched the castle for Redcrosse.
another break between 30-36
37. Arthur finds Redcrosse when Redcrosse calls through a grate, but there’s no key to open the door.

38. Redcrosse hopes Arthur is there to kill him, because Redcrosse has surrendered to despair (message – when we get caught up by evil and sin, we’ll end up depressed and despairing).

39. Arthur feels pity for Redcrosse, and breaks the door down – but in order to reach Redcrosse he must descend into a horrible pit with a terrible stench (message – we lower ourselves into filth when we sin)

40. Arthur finds a way to carry him out, because Redcrosse is too weak to stand up (message – sin weakens us).
41. Like the giant and the dragon, Redcrosse is unable to tolerate the light from Arthur’s shield after being in the dungeon so long; Redcrosse used to cut steel in two, and now he’s a withered flower (message – guilt from our sin makes us unable to tolerate those who are pure).
42. Una is sad to see Redcrosse in such bad shape, and she asks what happened.
43. Redcrosse says Duessa’s and the Giant’s crimes destroyed them, but he can’t even talk to Una – all he can think of is that he’s starving (message – sin weakens us and keeps us from those we love).
44. Arthur tells Una that the only good thing from living through a terrible danger is to learn how to avoid it in the future – Redcrosse will know better next time.
45. Arthur leaves the choice to Redcrosse whether to kill Duessa as punishment, but Una intervenes and says Duessa is too pitiful and weak to kill – but Una tells Arthur to take Duessa’s robe (message – uncover the truth about falsehood so you can avoid it).
46. They take off her robe, and though she looked beautiful with it on, underneath it she’s a filthy hag.
47. This stanza gives the gory details about how horrid she looks naked: bald, covered with scabs, rotten teeth, bad breath, sunken in breasts that leaked gross stuff, and …
(here they leave out 48 in your book, because it describes her genitalia in very unflattering terms).
49. The Knights (the men) are amazed the temptress looked so rotten underneath – Una (the woman) says  this is what falsehood looks like (message – good women like Una can save men from temptation from bad women like Duessa).
50 They let Duessa go to wander around naked, figuring any who see her will now see her for what she is and she wont be able to do any more damage. Una and the men stay at the castle to rest and recover.
