Macbeth Act 5 Prompts and Shakespeare Quotes

Act 5.1

1. Give a quote that shows why the lady in Waiting wont tell the doctor what she’d heard Lady Macbeth say while sleepwalking:

“Neither to you nor any one, having no witness to confirm my speech.”

2. Give a quote that shows why lady Macbeth is carrying a candle in her sleep. (recall that lady Macbeth previously asked for things to be so dark she couldn’t see her hand commit murder)

“Why, it stood by her. She has light by her continually.‘Tis her command”

3. Recalling Lady Macbeth’s previous comment to her husband that he should wash his hands since “a little water clears us of this deed…show a quote showing her current obsession with handwashing:

“It is an accustomed action with her to seem thus washing her hands. I have known her continue in this a quarter of an hour.”

4. Show a quote that is a confession that the Macbeth’s killed Duncan:.

“What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our power to account?— Yet who would have thought the old man to have so much blood in him?”

5. Show a quote that is a confession that the Macbeth’s killed Macduff’s family:

“The thane of Fife had a wife. Where is she now?—What, will these hands ne’er be clean?”

6. Show a quote  that is a confession that the Macbeth’s killed Banquo:

“Wash your hands. Put on your nightgown. Look not so pale.—I tell you yet again, Banquo’s buried; he cannot come out on ’s grave”

7. Show a quote that reveals the doctor now feels responsibility for the murders (in the same way a driver of a bank robber is partially responsible for the robbery):

“More needs she the divine than the physician. God, God forgive us all!”

8. Show a quote where instructions are given to prevent Lady Macbeth from killing herself:

“Look after her, Remove from her the means of all annoyance, And still keep eyes upon her.”

9. Show a quote that uses the game of chess as an analogy to show the doctor’s been put in a position in which he can’t move (now that he knows who is responsible for the murders, he can’t tell anyone or he’ll be killed):

“My mind she has mated, and amazed my sight. I think, but dare not speak”


Act 5.2

10. Show a quote that shows the British army believes Macbeth’s men fight only because they feel forced, not because they believe he’s the rightful king.

“Those he commands move only in command, Nothing in love.” 


Act 5.3

11. Show a quote that reveals how depressed Macbeth has become:

“My way of life Is fall’n into the sere, the yellow leaf, And that which should accompany old age, As honor, love, obedience, troops of friends, I must not look to have, but, in their stead, Curses”


Act 5.4

12. Show a quote that reveals that Birnam Wood will be going to Macbeth’s castle as the apparitions warned (give the name of the speaker of the quote as well):

“Malcolm: Let every soldier hew him down a bough And bear ’t before him. Thereby shall we shadow The numbers of our host and make discovery Err in report of us”

Act 5.5

13. Give a quote that shows what has happened to Lady Macbeth (and give the name of the speaker):

Seyton: “The queen, my lord, is dead.”

14. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s apathetic response to the news that his “dearest partner of greatness” is dead:

“She should have died hereafter. There would have been a time for such a word.”

15. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s reaction to the messenger’s news that Birnam wood is coming to Dunsinane:

“If thou speak’st false, Upon the next tree shall thou hang alive Till famine cling thee. If thy speech be sooth, I care not if thou dost for me as much.”





16. Give a quote that reveals how pointless Macbeth feels life has become:

“Out, out, brief candle! Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player That struts and frets his hour upon the stage And then is heard no more. It is a tale Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, Signifying nothing.” 


Act 5.7

17. Give a quote that shows why Macduff wants to be the one to kill Macbeth:

“If thou beest slain, and with no stroke of mine,  My wife and children’s ghosts will haunt me still.” 

18. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s men have unanimously joined Malcolm’s army”

“We have met with foes That strike beside us.” 

Act 5.8

19. Give a quote that shows how guilty Macbeth feels for killing Macduff’s family:

“Of all men else I have avoided thee. But get thee back. My soul is too much charged With blood of thine already.” 

20. Give a quote that shows Macbeth thinks no man can harm him.

“Let fall thy blade on vulnerable crests; I bear a charmèd life, which must not yield To one of woman born.”

21. Give a quote that shows why Macduff CAN kill Macbeth:

“Despair thy charm, And let the angel whom thou still hast served Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb Untimely ripped.”


22. [bookmark: _GoBack]Give a quote that shows Macduff was victorious against Macbeth:

“Hail, king! For so thou art. Behold where stands The usurper’s cursèd head.” 

23. Give a quote that shows Lady Macbeth died of suicide:

“this dead butcher and his fiendlike queen, Who, as ’tis thought, by self and violent hands Took off her life;” 

24. Give a quote that shows the rightful heir Malcolm will be a good king to his people, unlike Macbeth:

“My thanes and kinsmen, Henceforth be earls, the first that ever Scotland In such an honor named.”




