Paradise Lost

4-5 Satan isn’t only after Adam and Eve, but through them all their progeny—his goal is destruction of the human race

15-20 humans have work to do, and purpose, though the work before the fall is easy and pleasant

20-22 referring to Eve as an “unsupported flower” suggests her need of Adam (and of God) as moral/intellectual support against the cleverness and immorality of the serpent

30-33 the “sapient king” who held “dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse” refers to the Old Testament book Song of Songs, in which the expression of sexual love in marriage is praised at some length—here, it’s intended to show us that the serpent is perhaps jealous of the physical relationship Adam and Eve share.

45-55 Eve’s innocence almost stops Satan—for a few moments, he’s distracted from his vengeful purpose
55-61 But the distraction doesn’t last-the serpent realizes all the more that god has designed pleasures only for humans—and left angels and other creatures out

65-70 Satan’s only pleasure now is revenge and destruction

70-75 Here we have some old-school gender discrimination – Adam is seen as the superior intellect by Satan, so he feels therefore that Eve is an easier “mark”

75-82 Though Satan admires her beauty, his hate for her is stronger—he plans to lure her in with false praise and a somewhat-fake show of love

90-95 Though our perception of snakes today tends to be negative, this snake is beautiful (the ugliness of most snakes today is meant to be sees as part of the punishment snakes get for allowing Satan to use their form to trick mankind…later in the Old Testament story, God punishes the serpent by talking away its ability to walk upright like the serpent does when approaching Eve, and Milton adds the hint of also taking away it’s beauty

110 here, Satan treats her like royalty that he worships (which is how the other animals in the garden treat her (see lines 105-106, in which Eve is compared to the goddess Circe from the Odyssey, who has control over animals—animals that are really men she has turned into beasts)
120-125 Satan piles it high and deep ;)

133-135 Satan’s praise works, and Eve responds

95 though a small line, it suggests Satan’s seductive qualities—if he approached her head-on, it might be seen as too bold; sidling up to her, it’s less threatening and more of a “come-on” gesture

135-145 Eve is surprised the snake can talk and think…she’s always suspected the animals can think to some degree, but she knows they weren’t given the gift of speech by God.
145-150 Eve sees the serpent’s speech as a miracle (something outside the laws of nature that only God can cause to occur) and asks him how this happened

150-155 again Satan lays it on thick

155-196 Satan’s story in a nutshell: he saw the tree, was hungry, he was able to climb the tree even though other animals cannot, and he tasted the fruit and found himself able to talk and think—so the first thing he did as a newly sentient creature was to find her and worship her.

199-200 Eve isn’t as gullible as Satan thinks—she realizes he’s overdoing his praise which makes her suspicious

201 Eve asks which tree

230-240 when they reach the tree, Eve tells Satan they could have saved the trip –this tree is forbidden by God

240 this begins Satan’s line of reasoning in effort to persuade Eve to break god’s one law: first he asks if she’s sure about the rule…did God really say that?

265-269 Here, Satan praises the tree rather than god, and suggests that the tree hasn’t only given him reason and speech, but has also given him enough reason to understand why God does things—hinting that god isn’t as wise as he seems-- in the line “I feel the power within me…to trace the ways of highest agents, deemed however wise.” And Satan continues to appeal to Eve’s vanity by referring to her as “Queen of the Universe”

268-275 Satan’s line of reasoning continues: you wont die if you eat it – look at me? I gained abilities God tried to keep from me, and I’m just a lowly animal (he hints that she, as “Queen of the Universe” will gain even more. IN the ine “by venturing higher than my lot” Satan suggest that trying to climb higher than God intended for him was a good thing…and that Eve should try to climb higher than God intended for her as well.
275-280 line of reasoning: God wont be angry over breaking such a small law, and wont God, rather than  be angry, praise you for being brave and ignoring his warning about death (and Satan sneeks in “whatever thing death be” suggesting that since they don’t understand death yet, maybe it’s no big deal anyway)

280-285 line of reasoning: if god wants you to avoid evil, and eating from the tree will give you the knowledge of good and evil, wont that make it easier for you to avoid evil if you understand it better? And so, if God hurts you for trying to learn about evil so you can avoid it, doesn’t that mean God is unfair?

285-290 Line of reasoning: God forbids the tree to keep you beneath him---(hinting that since if you eat, you’ll advance like I did and perhaps become greater than god himself)

290-300 line of reasoning: perhaps death means rebirth as a god

310-315 line of reasoning: maybe God doesn’t want you to eat from the tree because he’s jealous of you.

315-320 here we see Eve’s weakness – she should have been able to ignore the serpent’s argument longer…she’s too easily persuaded.

335-340 Eve notices that god names the tree the tree of knowledge – which sounds like a good thing—so perhaps the serpent is right.

345-350 – Eve sees that serpent still lives after eating the fruit (though the serpent lied about this)  – so she wonders how bad it can really be? He lies about eating the fruit, but his logic seems persuasive.

350-355 – serpent is sharing his good fortune re the fruit – so it didn’t hurt him morally – look at what a nice serpent he is ;)

365-70 – when she takes a bite, the whole earth feels the wound

370-75 – she doesn’t notice the damage taking place around her, so intent on the taste – showing that when we’re involved in sin, we forget about everyone else and any consequences; she also hopes to attain godhood, so the prideful desire to be more powerful than she was intended to be helps push her toward evil
375-80 – she’s “drunk” with happiness – as if drugged

380-85 – now the tree becomes the object of worship instead of God (like with any addiction)…and she will care for it, sing it’s praises instead of God’s
395-400 – now she sees God as the enemy, withholding good from her

400-405 – results of  sin – Adam and Eve were so close, but now she considers not sharing with Adam…

405-10 ,so she can be higher than Adam for a change

410-15 – fruit has damaged her ability to be selfless – she considers if she is punished, she wants Adam to be punished too so they stay together

415-420 – she needs Adam

420-425 – Adam’s busy making something for her while she’s getting into trouble…poignant

On Shakespeare, 

Shakespeare doesn’t need a monument made for him by us – his works were all the monument needed, and so great they make the rest of our efforts worthless…other writers are as stone before him, and slow compared to the speed with which he created

On His Blindness

The poem is centered on a new testament parable, in which a master (God) gives a number of talents (coins) to each of three servants before the master goes on a trip. Two of the servants invest the money and give the master more when he returns, the third buries the money so he doesn’t lose it, and is punished for only giving the master the same amount when he comes back. The idea of the parable is that god expects us to use the abilities he gave us for his kingdom, and if we don’t, we’re worthless in His eyes.

In Milton’s poem, he feels as though he can’t use his talent (writing) because he’s gone blind (remember this is before typewriters, word processors, voice recognition software, etc,)…but when he says they serve him best who bear his yoke – he suggests that merely accepting from God’s hand what god deals out to a person is service in itself (so Milton’s accepting his blindness without complaint is service to God…and the last lines suggest, that like soldiers who serve by waiting until they are needed, he can still serve God by waiting patiently until God needs him for something.

