Macbeth Act 4 Prompts and Shakespeare quotes Key

Act 4.1

1. Give a quote that shows the witches see Macbeth as evil:

“By the pricking of my thumbs, Something wicked this way comes. Open, locks, Whoever knocks”


2. Give a quote with the first apparition’s  (a head in a Helmet with the visor down) statement:

“Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! Beware Macduff. Beware the thane of Fife. Dismiss me. Enough”


3. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s response to the first statement:

“Whate’er thou art, for thy good caution, thanks. Thou hast harped my fear aright.” 


4. Give a quote that shows the second apparition’s (a bloody infant) statement:

“Be bloody, bold, and resolute. Laugh to scorn The power of man, for none of woman born Shall harm Macbeth”


5. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s response to the second apparition’s statement:

“Then live, Macduff. What need I fear of thee? But yet I’ll make assurance double sure, And take a bond of fate. Thou shalt not live”


6. Give a quote that shows the third apparition’s (a child wearing a crown and carrying a miniature tree) statement:

“Be lion-mettled, proud, and take no care Who chafes, who frets, or where conspirers are. Macbeth shall never vanquished be until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill Shall come against him.” 




7. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s response to the third apparition’s statement:


“Sweet bodements! Good! Rebellious dead, rise never till the wood Of Birnam rise, and our high-placed Macbeth Shall live the lease of nature, pay his breath To time and mortal custom.”


8. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s final question after the third apparition speaks:

“Yet my heart Throbs to know one thing. Tell me, if your art Can tell so much: shall Banquo’s issue ever Reign in this kingdom?”


9. Give a quote that shows the witches’ answer to the question:

“Thou art too like the spirit of Banquo. Down! Thy crown does sear mine eyeballs. And thy hair, Thou other gold-bound brow, is like the first. A third is like the former. —Filthy hags! Why do you show me this? A fourth? Start, eyes! What, will the line stretch out to th’ crack of doom? Another yet? A seventh? I’ll see no more. And yet the eighth appears, who bears a glass Which shows me many more”


10. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s plans after he hears Macduff has gone to England and is beyond Macbeth’s reach for the present:

“The castle of Macduff I will surprise, Seize upon Fife, give to th’ edge o’ th’ sword His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls That trace him in his line.”

Act 4.2

11. Give a quote that shows the reason Lady Macduff thinks her husband doesn’t love her:

“To leave his wife, to leave his babes, His mansion and his titles in a place From whence himself does fly? He loves us not”


12. Give a quote that shows Ross trying to tell her that her husband is a good man and has his reasons:

“But for your husband, He is noble, wise, judicious, and best knows The fits o’ th’ season.”



13. Give a quote that shows why Ross doesn’t stay with Lady Macduff longer:

“I am so much a fool, should I stay longer It would be my disgrace and your discomfort. I take my leave at once.”



14. Give a quote that shows what Macduff’s son thinks Lady Macduff would be doing if his father were really dead like she jokes:

“If he were dead, you’d weep for him. If you would not, it were a good sign that I should quickly have a new father”


15. Give a quote that shows what Lady Macduff thinks about the way the real world treats good people:

“But I remember now I am in this earthly world, where to do harm Is often laudable, to do good sometime Accounted dangerous folly.”


16. Give a quote that shows Lady Macduff’s response to the murderers when they ask where her husband is:

“I hope, in no place so unsanctified Where such as thou mayst find him”



Act 4.3

17. Give a quote that shows why Malcolm is suspicious of Macduff:

“You have loved him well. He hath not touched you yet. I am young, but something You may deserve of him through me, and wisdom To offer up a weak, poor, innocent lamb T’ appease an angry god.” 


18. Give a quote of Malcolm’s that shows what he tells Macduff about Malcolm’s relationships with women  that would make him a bad king:

“there’s no bottom, none, In my voluptuousness. Your wives, your daughters, Your matrons, and your maids could not fill up The cistern of my lust, and my desire All continent impediments would o’erbear That did oppose my will.”


19. Give a quote that shows Macduff’s reason that this failing of Malcolm’s in # 18 shouldn’t prevent him from being king:

“We have willing dames enough. There cannot be That vulture in you to devour so many As will to greatness dedicate themselves, Finding it so inclined.” 

20. Give a quote of Malcolm’s that shows financial reasons Malcolm would make a bad king:

“With this there grows In my most ill-composed affection such A stanchless avarice that, were I king, I should cut off the nobles for their lands, Desire his jewels and this other’s house.”

21. Give a quote of Malcolm’s that shows what he would do to peace on earth:

“had I power, I should Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell, Uproar the universal peace, confound All unity on earth”

22. Give a quote that shows what Macduff thinks about Malcolm’s ability to govern after everything Malcolm has told him:

“Fit to govern? No, not to live.” 

23. Malcolm tells Macduff the things he said were only to test Macduff to see his reaction and ascertain whether Macduff is trustworthy—give a quote that shows what Malcolm NOW claims about all the bad things he just said about himself:

“I am yet Unknown to woman, never was forsworn, Scarcely have coveted what was mine own, At no time broke my faith, would not betray The devil to his fellow, and delight No less in truth than life. My first false speaking Was this upon myself. “


24. Give a quote that shows the terrible news Ross brings Macduff:

“Your castle is surprised, your wife and babes Savagely slaughtered. To relate the manner, Were, on the quarry of these murdered deer To add the death of you.”


25. Give a quote that shows Macduff’s response to Malcolm’s advice for Macduff to take the news like a man:

“I shall do so, But I must also feel it as a man.” 



Macbeth Act 4 Prompts and Shakespeare quotes Student

Act 4.1

1. Give a quote that shows the witches see Macbeth as evil:




2. Give a quote with the first apparition’s  (a head in a Helmet with the visor down) statement:




3. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s response to the first statement:



4. Give a quote that shows the second apparition’s (a bloody infant) statement:




5. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s response to the second apparition’s statement:




6. Give a quote that shows the third apparition’s (a child wearing a crown and carrying a miniature tree) statement:






7. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s response to the third apparition’s statement:




8. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s final question after the third apparition speaks:




9. Give a quote that shows the witches’ answer to the question:




10. Give a quote that shows Macbeth’s plans after he hears Macduff has gone to England and is beyond Macbeth’s reach for the present:



Act 4.2

11. Give a quote that shows the reason Lady Macduff thinks her husband doesn’t love her:




12. Give a quote that shows Ross trying to tell her that her husband is a good man and has his reasons:





13. Give a quote that shows why Ross doesn’t stay with Lady Macduff longer:




14. Give a quote that shows what Macduff’s son thinks Lady Macduff would be doing if his father were really dead like she jokes:




15. Give a quote that shows what Lady Macduff thinks about the way the real world treats good people:



16. Give a quote that shows Lady Macduff’s response to the murderers when they ask where her husband is:





Act 4.3

17. Give a quote that shows why Malcolm is suspicious of Macduff:




18. Give a quote of Malcolm’s that shows what he tells Macduff about Malcolm’s relationships with women  that would make him a bad king:



19. Give a quote that shows Macduff’s reason that this failing of Malcolm’s in # 18 shouldn’t prevent him from being king:



20. Give a quote of Malcolm’s that shows financial reasons Malcolm would make a bad king:



21. Give a quote of Malcolm’s that shows what he would do to peace on earth:



22. Give a quote that shows what Macduff thinks about Malcolm’s ability to govern after everything Malcolm has told him:



23. Malcolm tells Macduff the things he said were only to test Macduff to see his reaction and ascertain whether Macduff is trustworthy—give a quote that shows what Malcolm NOW claims about all the bad things he just said about himself:




24. Give a quote that shows the terrible news Ross brings Macduff:




25. Give a quote that shows Macduff’s response to Malcolm’s advice for Macduff to take the news like a man:
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