Sonnet 19: When I consider how my light is spent 
By John Milton 

When I consider how my light is spent, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: When I think about the fact that I’m  losing my eyesight before half my life is over…
   Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide, 
   
And that one Talent which is death to hide 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The “talent” refers to his writing ability, which his blindness prevents—so is therefor useless (but this is also a reference to Mathew 25:14-28, “the parable of the talents” –a talent was a coin, and in the parable a lazy servant is scolded by his lord for not investing money that was entrusted to him
   Lodged with me useless, though my Soul more bent 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: He wants to serve God even more—but he’s tempted to ask whether God expects him to now that he’s blind…
To serve therewith my Maker, and present 
   My true account, lest he returning chide; 
   “Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?” 
   I fondly ask. But patience, to prevent 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Patience prevents him from speaking to God this way…
That murmur, soon replies, “God doth not need 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Patience tells the poet that God doesn’t need Milton’s gifts or abilities…if Milton wants to serve God he can do so by patiently bearing what small hardships God has given him
   Either man’s work or his own gifts; who best 
   Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: These lines reinforce the idea that God doesn’t need Milton’s abilities…
Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed 
   And post o’er Land and Ocean without rest: 
   They also serve who only stand and wait.”	Comment by Microsoft Office User: But the last line of the poem suggests that sometimes waiting to serve is just as noble as serving—consider this analogy: two people volunteer for military service, not knowing where they will be sent; one goes to the front lines of a war, the other is in special training but never sees combat. Both were willing to die for their country, both could have—so the one who stayed in training should also be considered a hero…

