Macbeth Act 3 Prompts and Shakespeare quotes

Act 3.1

1. Give a quote that shows Banquo is already suspicious that Macbeth killed Duncan.

“Thou hast it now: king, Cawdor, Glamis, all, As the weird women promised, and I fear Thou played’st most foully for ’t.”


2. Macbeth intersperses a lot of questions about where Banquo will be and with who in their conversation about other things—show one of these questions that suggest Macbeth has ulterior motives for asking.

“Ride you this afternoon?”         or

“Is ’t far you ride?”                     or

“Goes Fleance with you?”



3. Give a quote that shows how angry Macbeth is that he is doing all the “heavy lifting”  (i.e. hard word) for Banquo’s children.

“Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown And put a barren scepter in my grip, Thence to be wrenched with an unlineal hand, No son of mine succeeding. If ’t be so, For Banquo’s issue have I filed my mind; For them the gracious Duncan have I murdered; Put rancors in the vessel of my peace Only for them”


4. Macbeth treats the murderers like Lady Macbeth treats him—dissing their manhood to get them to be violent to prove themselves masculine—find a quote that shows this.

“Do you find Your patience so predominant in your nature That you can let this go?”   or

“in the catalogue ye go for men, As hounds and greyhounds, mongrels, spaniels, curs, Shoughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves are clept All by the name of dogs”                     or

“if you have a station in the file, Not i’ th’ worst rank of manhood, say ’t” 






5. Give a quote that shows why Macbeth needs the murderers instead of just ordering Banquo’s execution (which Macbeth can do now that he’s king).

“though I could With barefaced power sweep him from my sight And bid my will avouch it, yet I must not, For certain friends that are both his and mine, Whose loves I may not drop, but wail his fall Who I myself struck down. And thence it is, That I to your assistance do make love,” 


6. Give a quote that shows who (besides Banquo) Macbeth wants them to kill. 

“Fleance, his son, that keeps him company, Whose absence is no less material to me Than is his father’s, must embrace the fate Of that dark hour.”


Act 3.4

7. Give a quote that shows Macbeth is upset Fleance escaped, but he’s not overly worried about it for the time being.

“There the grown serpent lies. The worm that’s fled Hath nature that in time will venom breed; No teeth for th’ present.”


8. Give a quote that shows lady Macbeth’s lame excuse as to why her husband is talking to a ghost (Banquo’s ghost) no one else can see.

“My lord is often thus And hath been from his youth. Pray you, keep seat. The fit is momentary; upon a thought He will again be well.” 

9. Give a quote that shows Lady Macbeth thinks her husband is hallucinating from sleep loss (recall Macbeth heard a voice tell him when he killed Duncan that he’d never sleep again):

“you lack the season of all natures, sleep”


Act 3.5

10. Give a quote that shows what Hecate thinks is the worst failure of the witches:

“And, which is worse, all you have done Hath been but for a wayward son, Spiteful and wrathful, who, as others do, Loves for his own ends, not for you”. 

11. Give a quote that shows what Hecate says is man’s worst enemy.

“And you all know, security Is mortals’ chiefest enemy.” 


Act 3.6

12. Lennox says he prays for something that proves most of what he said earlier is sarcastic and is not what he truly believes. Give the quote:

“And I do think That had he Duncan’s sons under his key— As, an’t please heaven, he shall not—they should find What ’twere to kill a father”


13. Give a quote that shows where Macduff has gone, why, and lists the problems in the kingdom of Scotland since Macbeth was made king, (note: the “Holy King” is King Edward of England, who was rumored to heal people with his prayers)

Macduff Is gone to pray the holy king upon his aid To wake Northumberland and warlike Siward , That by the help of these—with Him above To ratify the work—we may again Give to our tables meat, sleep to our nights, Free from our feasts and banquets bloody knives, Do faithful homage and receive free honors. All which we pine for now.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
