Wyatt: ambassador for Henry VIII, imprisoned by Henry twice, managed to regain favor. Brought love sonnet from Italy to England. Poems given to friends at court, not published. Tradition says he was interested in Anne Boleyn, but Henry saw her first.
Surrey: soldier for Henry VIII, both parents descended from English kings, so henry VIII had him executed, probably to keep him from making a bid for the throne (though there was no evidence he had any interest in usurping power from Henry. Poems given to friends at court, not published
Raleigh: Captain of Queen Elizabeth’s guard, her private secretary. A favorite of the Queen, inspired jealousy, so when Elizabeth died, enemies poisoned King James mind against him, and James had him arrested and executed for treason. Many British thought Raleigh was sacrificed to placate the Spanish (remember Raleigh was Captain of Elizabeth’s guard when she defeated the Spanish Armada), so when James died, to take revenge, they beheaded James’ son King Charles I.
Spenser: “the poet’s poet”,  went to Cambridge, served the Earl of Leicester, a favorite of Queen Elizabeth’s, married, lived long in Ireland working for the Lord deputy of Ireland (the Irish resented  Elizabeth’s favorites in Ireland, who were given castles and land belonging to the Irish—Spenser’s son was killed in an Irish raid against the castle); considered leading poet of the day. Buried in Poet’s Corner in Westminster Abbey. Elizabeth rewarded him  for “Faerie Queen”
Marlowe: Brilliant student, went to Cambridge on scholarship, became a spy for Queen Elizabeth, famous dramatist at time of Shakespeare, looked down on Shakespeare because of Shakespeare’s lack of education, but Shakespeare outsold Marlowe later in his career. Marlowe either killed over a bar bill or assassinated – mystery surrounds his death. He was openly gay, and once said men who didn’t love boys were fools – controversial.
Shakespeare – Shakespeare’s family was catholic at a time when Catholics were persecuted (Protestant Queen Elizabeth endured threats against her life and throne form supporters of her Catholic cousin Mary Queen of Scots, so all Catholics were seen as potentially treasonous. Shakespeare survived by keeping his views about such matters to himself. He married Anne Hathaway, a farmers daughter who Shakespeare got pregnant before marriage, and the couple had three children: Susannah, Hamnet (who died in childhood) and Judith. He lived away from home for many years, though sent money home to support family, and appears to have had a love triangle with a young man and a young Jewish courtier named Emelia Lanier…the sonnets suggest the young man was the greater love of Shakespeare’s.
Part owner of the Globe theater.

Donne: Sir Thomas More was his great uncle, Catholic during Elizabeth’s reign, so desire to be a courtier went unfulfilled, secretary to Lord Chancellor Sir Thomas Egerton,,,but when Donne secretly married the niece of the Lord Chancellor’s wife, it was considered a crime against church and state—Done was jailed and lost his position. He got out, and the couple had 12 children 5 died in infancy. Donne turned against the Catholic church, and did better under King James, a Protestant, who persuaded Donne to become a pastor in later years—he went on to become Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. Considered the father of “metaphysical poetry”: used rhythm of spoken English rather than beautiful sounding prose,  used intellectual imagery rather than emotional imagery, and everyday objects and activities. His poems are much like puzzles that one has to figure out.
Jonson: famous dramatist, friend of Shakespeare’s and Donne’s,  never attended university, killed a fellow actor in a duel and escaped hanging by showing he could read. Jonson say plays as serious works of art, as important as theology and history..
Herrick: friend of Ben Jonson’s, steeped in Latin poetry, wrote as if he were an ancient Roman, lived a bachelor. Went to Cambridge, became a pastor. 

Milton:  wanted to be a great poet from childhood, went to Cambridge, Milton supported the Parliamentary Party over King Charles, active politically,  argued vehemently for a free press in “Areopagitica”, radical idea for the day, served the English government under Oliver Cromwell, (ruler after King Charles was executed), Milton did all foreign correspondence for England until he lost his eyesight at 44.  Milton arrested as a traitor when King Charles II was put on the throne, but friends intervened and saved his life.  He lived with wife # 3 and three daughters (first two wives and a son died). 
Marvel: tutored a ward of Oliver Cromwell’s, became assistant to Milton in foreign correspondence, helped Milton avoid death sentence when Charles II takes throne, poems published after his death when his housekeeper, claiming to be his wife, had them published.

