The Tyger 
By William Blake 

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Aligningthe tiger with fire burning in the darkness I at the same time an image of hope (light to find one’s way out of darkness), and dangerous (fire can warm and light our way but also burn and destroy). Fire, like other images in the poem, is also suggestive of hell, the place where the devil resides when not torturing humans)
In the forests of the night; 
What immortal hand or eye, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Tshi asks the question – what immortal (God or the devil_ dared to create a being as dangerous as the tiger
Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

In what distant deeps or skies. 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Deeps refers to hell, the skies to heaven, so the question asked here is was the tiger created in hell by the devil or in heaven by God?)
Burnt the fire of thine eyes? 
On what wings dare he aspire? 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: This seems to come down in favor of the devil…Satan aspired to take God’s place in the throne of heaven, which is why he and the third of the angels that sided with him were thrown out of heaven. Fire here is related to other images of a forge later in the poem…whoever created the tiger needed fire to create him
What the hand, dare seize the fire? 

And what shoulder, & what art, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The shoulder refers to the  creator’s physical strength, the art to his creative ability…here the question is what kind of person created the tiger?
Could twist the sinews of thy heart? 
And when thy heart began to beat, 
What dread hand? & what dread feet? 

What the hammer? what the chain, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The anvil, hammer, chain, and furnace are tolls of the forge—the place where metal is heated up and beaten into the shape of weapons and tools….which one is the tiger?
In what furnace was thy brain? 
What the anvil? what dread grasp, 
Dare its deadly terrors clasp! 

When the stars threw down their spears 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The stars are the angels…they threw down their spears when the angelic fall (the war in heaven mentioned in the Old Testament) was over. Satan and a third of the angels rebelled, and were expelled from heaven forever; God’s side was victorious, but the winning angels are still grieving over the terrible cost of the victory
And water'd heaven with their tears: 
Did he smile his work to see? 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Here we have two questions about God…did he smile when he saw the devastation heaven (implied is the question why did he create angels with free will if he knew 1/3rd of them would rebel?) and the second direct question is: did the same god who made Jesus, the suffering savior of mankind, also create the dangerous tiger (and implied is: did the same god who made the devil also make the tiger….and why?
Did he who made the Lamb make thee? 

Tyger Tyger burning bright, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The repetition here of the original question suggests the lack of an ultimate answer…what sort of being creates creatures with the potential for destruction?
In the forests of the night: 
What immortal hand or eye, 
Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?
*three possible broad interpretations:

1. The poem is a reflection of the believer’s struggle to accept things he/she cannot understand…why would an all powerful, all wise being create things like angels and human beings with so much destructive potential? Is free will that important for such terrible risk? Such religious concerns were part of the Romantic era with its proximity to Darwin’s theory and the potential that theory had to undermine religious thought
2. The tyger represents the industrial revolution (the forge images seem to lean this way)…is the industrial revolution a beautiful thing of God, designed to raise human potential, or is it a tool of the devil…a false promise like the apple in the garden, that we taste only to our detriment? The Romantics generally believed nature needed protection from our industry, and that industry brought pollution, crowding, disease, and overwork
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. The tyger represents the French revolution: a revolution with potential for the beauty of democracy and end to slavery…but also a revolution with the potential for failure and destruction. The Romantic poets were generally in favor of the revolution at the start, but became horrified as what started with noble intentions quickly devolved into a murderous mob that was put down only by a dictator.

