She Walks in Beauty 
By Lord Byron (George Gordon) 

She walks in beauty, like the night 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Contrast with typical evaluations of beauty which were all about fair skin, blond hair, and blue eyes. Byron suggests the night and dark coloring are also beautiful
Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 
And all that’s best of dark and bright 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: She has the best of everything---the best of the darkness and the best of light
Meet in her aspect and her eyes; 
Thus mellowed to that tender light 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: This suggests an actual preference for darkness and dark features---calling the day gaudy is a bit of an insult
Which heaven to gaudy day denies. 

One shade the more, one ray the less, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Again shows her exactly in the right spot between dark and light (we can assume this refers both to her coloring/appearance and to her interior emotions (she struggles with darkness as a young widow, but manages to rise to the light
Had half impaired the nameless grace 
Which waves in every raven tress, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Refers to her dark hair
Or softly lightens o’er her face; 
Where thoughts serenely sweet express, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: One can see her sweetness in her facial expression
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place. 

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow, 
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent, 
The smiles that win, the tints that glow, 
But tell of days in goodness spent, 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Her facial expressions show her goodness, her ability to be at peace with her loss, and an innocent heart, despite it’s darkness which was characteristically associated with evil---her Byron associates it with good.
A mind at peace with all below, 
A heart whose love is innocent!


