Chapter 16 “The Ship”:

Yojo tells Queequeg that Ish must choose the ship they sail on…significant in that this seems to indicate some sort of fate steering events. Recall that Ish knows nothing about whaling boats.
The ship he choose is the Pequod, named after an extinct native trip (ominous music should be inserted here…) and is decorated with whale bones and teeth—it’s steering wheel is made of bone (hint – a whale decides where the boat goes) and teeth up and down it’s bow making the ship look like a giant open whale jaw. 
“She was a thing of trophies. A cannibal of a craft, tricking herself forth in the chased bones of her enemies.” This describes the Pequod.
Ish says it was touched with melancholy (sadness) and that all noble things re touched with that…what do you think he means by this?
Ish and Queequeg meet the owners of the ship, Captain’s Peleg and Bildad, both religious Quakers. Ish says he wants to meet the Captain of the ship, Ahab, but the owners tell him Ahab wont even see them all the time – much less a lowly crew member.  They tell him Ahab lost a leg to a whale, and that Ahab is “a grand, ungodly, godlike man. Ahab’s been in colleges as well as among cannibals, been used to deeper wonders than the waves; fixed his lance in mightier, stranger foes than whales.” But they also suggest that “Ahab has his humanities” and offer the proof that he has a wife and child at home.
 They suggest Ish isn’t ready for the dangers of whaling. 
Peleg asks Ish if he’s the man to “pitch a harpoon down a live whale’s throat, and then jump in after it,” and Ish says “ I am, if it should be positively indispensible to do so” showing us he’s brave, but not reckless, and will only risk his life when needed. 
Ish is told Ahab is “a grand, ungodly, godlike man” who has been in colleges and with cannibals, and they tell them Ahab was out of his mind for a time when his leg was bitten off…considered normal in the circumstances – remember no real pain killer back then – and then they says Ahab is still human – and he has a wife and child to “prove”it.

Chapter 17 “The Ramadan”:

In this chapter, a message on tolerance, Queequeg’s time of worship, referred to loosely as a “Ramadan” is so long, Ish worries he’s had a stroke, and the innkeeper worries he’s committed suicide…but it turns out all is well.  Ish is worried about Queequeg, though, so he puts a blanket over him so he wont be cold while he worships.
At the end, both Ish and Queequeg see the other as nice, but lacking understanding of the “true religion” – but neither one is willing to let their differences stand in the way of their friendship.

Chapter 18 “His Mark”:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Peleg and Bildad don’t want to hire Queequeg because he doesn’t look Christian, but when they see how Q throws a harpoon, they offer him the most $ on the ship, and take Ish since he comes along with Queequeg. Peleg final scolds Bildad for being too religious, and tells them crewmen who are not Christian make better whalers – they’re more ferocious and willing to kill. “Pious harpooneers never make good voyagers—it takes the shark out of ‘em.”
Peleg’s definitely the more “practically” religious of the two.

