British Romantic Era Author Bios
Blake, William: happily married to one woman entire life, devoutly Christian but mystical, claimed to have visions where Christ appeared to him. Was both poet and visual artist, published many of his works “illuminated” i.e. with pictures he’d drawn to accompany them and add meaning; Published two books as pair: Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience…innocence was a state of naïve trust in man and God, experience was a state in which man becomes disillusioned with both…resulting in what he referred to as “organized innocence” in which one can realize man has flaws but is capable of justice with effort/work, and trust that god is working to help man achieve this.

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor: Wrote “Lyrical Ballads” the book of poetry that started the Romantic movement, with best friend Wordsworth. They wrote the book to raise money for a trip, and it became an instant classic. Coleridge, afflicted with a long term stomach ailment, became addicted to prescription laudanum (opium), which by hid own admission interfered with his ability to write and do the things he wanted to.  He studied at Cambridge, became a political radical, won a prize for abolitionist poetry. Prolific writer, produced over 30 volumes of work in his lifetime.

George Gordon, Lord Byron: born with a club foot deformity, compensated with athletic prowess. Started youth rather poor, bit life changed radically when he inherited his title. He died of a fever while fighting for Greek independence from Turkey. Known for his lavish lifestyle and parties, an incestuous affair with a half-sister, and as friends of the Shelley’s. Byron was the most famous writer of his age.

Keats, John: Lost both parents before he was 15, he later died at 25 from TB. He was apprenticed to learn medicine, ill health kept him indoors much of the time, and somewhat isolated. He fell in love, but was too poor to marry. Much of his work was about the power of imagination to  help people enjoy life no matter their circumstances.
Shelley, Percy Bysshe: Said “poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world” and believed devoutly in the power of poetry to change lives and culture for the better. He married a classmate friend to help her achieve citizenship and escape her difficult family; but later fell in love and ran away with Mary Godwin, whom he later married after his first wife committed suicide. The Shelley’s were shaken by the deaths of four children. Shelley and a companion drowned in a  boating accident on the Ariel before Shelley was 30. Actively supported Irish independence from England.
Wordsworth, William: Studied at Cambridge, was in France during the revolution and fathered a child out of wedlock there, very close with his younger sister Dorothy, best friends with Samuel Taylor Coleridge , with whom he wrote “Lyrical Ballads” the book of poetry that started the Romantic movement. They wrote the book to raise money for a trip, and it became an instant classic. The two later parted ways over Coleridge’s addiction…Wordsworth couldn’t stand to see his friend waste his talent.
