London, 1802 
By William Wordsworth 

Milton! thou shouldst be living at this hour:	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Wordsworth (the Romantic Era writer) suggests England needs Milton (the renaissance era writer) back because England’s ideas and culture have become stagnant and stale, with no forward movement or progress
England hath need of thee: she is a fen
Of stagnant waters: altar, sword, and pen,	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The first three things listed: altar to represent religion, sword to represent civil government, and pen to represent art, have apparently failed to do their rightful jobs
Fireside, the heroic wealth of hall and bower,	Comment by Microsoft Office User: The right of the English people to be proud of their heritage and live happy lives has been ruined…
Have forfeited their ancient English dower
Of inward happiness. We are selfish men;	Comment by Microsoft Office User: And here’s the reason for the ruin—people are selfish, so the pastors and civic leaders and artists who should be inspiring change are too selfish to do so
Oh! raise us up, return to us again;	Comment by Microsoft Office User: These things are part of a prayer..Wordsworth asks Milton, or God, to come back to them and return virtue (goodness), freedom, and power to the British people
And give us manners, virtue, freedom, power.
Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart:	Comment by Microsoft Office User: This is all about Milton and what an inspiration he was
Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea:
Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free,
So didst thou travel on life's common way,	Comment by Microsoft Office User: This last part is a contrast…Milton earlier is described as great and set apart…but Milton himself, because he wasn’t selfish (remember this is the reason Wordsworth said England was in such bad shape), led a common life, and didn’t seek to elevate himself, but to elevate others to a closer life with God.
In cheerful godliness; and yet thy heart
The lowliest duties on herself did lay.


