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Satire is a literary and artistic mode that uses humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize the flaws of individuals, society, or institutions. The primary purpose is often constructive social criticism, using wit to draw attention to both specific and wider issues in hopes of inspiring awareness or change. 
Key Elements of Satire
Satirists employ several techniques to achieve their purpose:
· Irony Saying one thing but meaning the opposite, often to highlight a contrast between expectation and reality.
· Exaggeration (Hyperbole) Blowing a situation completely out of proportion to make the target's flaws or absurdities more obvious.
· Understatement
The opposite of exaggeration, where a significant issue is deliberately downplayed for a humorous or critical effect
.
· Parody Imitating the style of a particular work, artist, or genre to mock or ridicule its conventions.
· Juxtaposition Placing two contrasting elements side by side to create a jarring effect and draw attention to the contrast. 
· 
Types of Satire
Satire is generally categorized into three main types, named after ancient Roman satirists: 
· Horatian Satire Named after Horace, this type is gentle, lighthearted, and aims to amuse. It uses witty and subtle humor to point out human follies and absurdities, intending to produce a wry smile and encourage moral improvement rather than anger. Modern examples include The Simpsons and many segments on Saturday Night Live.
· Juvenalian Satire Named after Juvenal, this form is harsher, more contemptuous, and abrasive. It attacks corruption and hypocrisy with scorn, outrage, and moral indignation, often seeking significant political or social change. Jonathan Swift's A Modest Proposal and George Orwell's Animal Farm are classic examples.
· Menippean Satire This form is less focused on specific individuals or social norms and more on attacking general mental attitudes, ideologies, and philosophical positions. It often blends genres and uses fantastical scenarios. Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is a notable example. 
· 
Function
The function of satire is not simply to be funny; the humor is a tool to make complex or controversial issues more approachable and to encourage critical thinking. By making vices look ridiculous, satirists hope to shame people or institutions into improvement and provide a counterweight to power structures in society.  

